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LC Subject Headings

» |isted in Classification Web:
hitp://www.classificationweb.net/ (Updated weekly—
most current and easiest way to see the subject-
heading structure)

» Also in the online authority file in OCLC with tag sp:
(Quickest way to check the form of a known
heading).

» Conftrolling headings in Connexion also controls
subject headings.



http://www.classificationweb.net/

LC Subject Headings

Also published annually in print—Government Documents
in CAM has a current set

(Useful to read the infroduction)




Characteristics of Library of
Congress Subject Headings

Although the original intent of LCSH was
that subject headings would follow a
dictionary plan instead of an
alphabetic-classed plan, the list
reflects a reluctance to disperse
related entries. Many headings were
originally constructed in a manner
that placed the name of a class first
through the use of subdivisions,
through inversion, or through
parenthetical qualifications.




» Subject headings may consist of one word or several.
A one-word heading is usually a noun--Viscosity, Dogs,
or Schools, for example. Concepts are normally
named in the singular and objects in the plural,
though exceptions may be found.




Examples
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Q

Simple nouns: Children; Dogs; Libraries

ompound nouns: Bioengineering;
gec’rr%me’roﬁ]urgy J J

N {th thetical lifiers: Seal
SN R0l avatters: sea

Phrases with prepositions; Teachers of gifted
Y RErESpy S B3 PRt

ompound phrases: Children and animals;
omic, %ool?s, S?I’ISDS, efc.

Comple rases: Names carved on trees;
In?on% 5\)/(v cgqec?o’r bcljr’rh

Lo e SRS RS,
or? p\év#% trios (Bassoon, clarinet, flute)—Scores



» Two-word headings usually contain an
adjective and a noun. These may
appear in normal word order, as with
Nuclear physics, Local taxation, and
Pumping machinery; or in inverted form.

®» [nversion Is common with adjectives
describing language or nationality, such
as Lullabies, Urdu; Songs, French; Art,
American.

» Other types of headings may also be
inverted in order to bring the noun into
the inifial position, such as Love,
Maternal and Injections, Inframuscular.



Natural Language in Topical
Subject Headings

®» The current policy is fo use normal word order for
topical headings except for headings with
language, nationality, or ethnic adjectives,
headings qualified by time period, such as Art,
Medieval, headings qualified by artfistic or
musical style, headings with the word Fossil, and
certain music headings.

» Names of geographic features have fraditionally
been inverted In order to place a significant
word in the initial position instead of the generic
word. For example, Lake Erie is formulated as
Erie, Lake so that it's in the list under the

distinguishing part of the name, Erie.




®» |n the past many were established in
inverted form, for example, Chemistry,
Analyfic.

» |n 1983 a decision was made to create
most new headings in direct form using
natural language. The inverted form was
retained for topical headings qualified
by languages, nationalities, and ethnic
groups. Some of the older headings
have been changed: Insurance, Health
IS now Health insurance.



Examples

Natural language headings

» Older women not Women, Older

» Agricultural chemistry not Chemistry, Agricultural

» Anonymous art not Art, Anonymous




Inverted headings

Assign topical headings qualified by languages,
nationalities, or ethnic groups in inverted form.

Art, French

Cooking, Chinese (until summer 2010 it was Cookery,
Chinese)

National characteristics, Argentine
Revolutionary poetry, Bulgarian
Mythology, Armenian



Literature Headings

» |iterature and the major genres are established in
direct order

German literature
German fiction

Zulu literature




Parenthetical Qualifiers

» deqmc]{hﬂermdlcc s which of the several

lons Is intended for the hea INg in
ques lon.
Qren’rhe col ualifier m ybe used ’rcr
ov Qm or to mo e more ex #Cb’r
owor hat Is obs ure o, mgﬁw
misun ers Aw rd or ose IS N
EOHSI ure 11.1s found in a generol
nglis cmguc:ge dic |onory)
Examples:
N f A hil hy),
i R R A W ﬂn‘.’%a? V)

= ? E? ﬁnegsgcgé)ej Fﬁo’res L(]tfsé%l\%’ré\rlg
» BASIC (Computer program language)




Scope Notes

» Scope notes generally serve to limit the
applicability of a heading used in the
catalog, thereby helping readers
determine to what extent it covers the
material they seek, and making it
possible for catalogers to maintain
consistency in assigning the heading to
new works being cataloged.

®» Scope notes are especially useful under
headings that represent new concepts
or than employ terminology not yet firmly
established in the language.




Examples of Scope Notes

» Artists’ preparatory studies Here are
entered works on studies or sketches by
artists preparatory to executing works of
art in any form

» Southwest, New Here are enftered works
on that part of the United States which
roughly corresponds to the old Spanish
province of New Mexico, including the
present Arizona, New Mexico, southern
Colorado, Utah, Nevada and California.



Name Headings vs. Subject
Authority File

- ost AACR2 ame heodm oundO|
? name Qu orl’ry f|Ie e usea not
on s m@ain or Qdde ut also
cT h adin fl? QJ/
8;fve |n orma jon a c sage
name headin m S%A

cataloging in ham f rl’ry records.
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by a colon



Name Authority Record

» 001 n80-61038
» 040 DLC DLC
» 5] Ceylon. [AACR2]

» 46/ SUBJECT USAGE: This heading is not
valid for use as a subject. Works about
this place are entered under Sri Lanka

» 45] Cejlon




001 n79-18774
040 DLC DLC DLC
151 Washington (D.C.)

Sggdsg#égﬁ;.USAGE: As a geographic subdivision, this heading is

451 Washington, D.C. [old catalog heading] [do not make]
451 Washinton (D.C.)
451 Vashington (D.C.)
451 Washintun (D.C.)

f\ﬂ% sWi“'é%%?D?CS' Capital transit guide map, 1948: t.p.
f %Slmgé?grts K. Tokyo Washington daiinbo, 1982 t.p.

Ngs %ré?ggy, V.G. Vashington na pereput.e, 1982: t.p.

670 Al-Mash:al, Ab/Aylul 1979: t.p. (Washintun)



Reference structure:
USE References

» USE references are made from an unauthorized or non-
preferred term to an authorized or preferred heading.
Under the heading referred to, the code UF (Used for)
precedes the term not used. The codes USE and UF
function as reciprocals.

» Cars (Automobiles)
USE Automobiles

USE references are made from synonyms, variant spellings,
variant forms of expression, alfernate constructions o
headings, and earlier forms of headings.

The terms will be 450 references in the online Authority File.




Hierarchical Relationship: Broader
Topics and Narrower Topics

» Subject headings are linked to other subject
headings through cross-references now expressed
as Broader Topics (BT) and Narrower Topics (NT).

» he code BT precedes a subject heading
representing, according fo current policy, the class
of which the heading is a class member.

» The/code NT precedes a subject headin
representing, iIn most cases, a member of the class
répresented by the heading under which the NT
ppears.

he codes BT and NT function as reciprocals.
Both are 550 references in the online Authority File.




» No matter the level at which one enters the hierarchy,
one can follow either BTs or NTs to find the broadest or

most specific heading available.

» The making of hierarchical references creates the
ability to find systematically headings that are more
general or more specific than the heading being
consulted.



Associative Relationship:
Related Topics

» The associative relationship, expressed by the code RT
meaning Related Topic, links two headings that are
associated in some manner other than by hierarchy.

For example,
= Ornithology Birds
RT Birds RT Ornithology




» \ehicles
BT Transportation
NT Motor vehicles
Motor vehicles
BT Vehicles
NT Trucks
Trucks
BT Motor vehicles
NT Dump trucks
Dump frucks
BT Trucks



SUBDIVISIONS

» |ibrary of Congress subject headings
make extensive use of subject
subdivision as a means of combining
a humber of different concepts info o
single subject heading.

» Complex topics may be represented
by subject headings followed by
subdivisions. Only a fraction of all
possible heading-and-subdivision
combinations are listed in LCSH.




Categories of Subdivisions

» [our categories of subdivisions are generally
recognized (they have different MARC subfield codes)

» topical ($x)

= form ($v)

» chronological ($y)

» geographic ($z)




Topical Subdivisions

» Topical subdivisions are used under main headings or
other subdivisions to limit the concept expressed by
the heading to a special subtopic, e.g.

» Corn—Harvesting,

» Automobiles—Motors—Caburetors, and

» Women—Employment.




Form Subdivision

®» Form subdivisions represent what a work
Is rather than what it is about. They can
generally be used under any topic, and
therefore are seldom in the LCSH.

®» Form subdivisions are used o indicate
the form in which the material on @
subject is organized and presented (e.g.,
congresses, dictionaries, periodicals)
and as such are usually added as the
last element to any headings.




Chronological Subdivisions

» Chronological subdivisions are used to
limit a heading or heading with
subdivision to a particular time period.
Under names of countries and other
jurisdictions or regions are printed
specific topical subdivisions and the
chronological subdivisions that may be
used with them.

» The date subdivisions given under United
States—Economic conditions, United
States—History, and United States—
Politics and government are illustrative.



Geographical Subdivisions

» The designation (May Su.b.d,Ge,o%) after @
subject heading or subdivision indicates that
a geographic location may follow the
heading or subdivision.

» The designation (Not Subd Geog) after a
subject heading or subdivision indicates that
a decision has been made not to divide a
particular heading by geographic location.

®» Omission of either designation normally
means that the heading has not yet been
reviewed 1o determine whether geographic
subdivision is possipble or desirable and that
geoc?rophlc location should not therefore be
used.




» Generally, if the single geographic entity is the name
of a country oris larger than a single country, the
established name is placed immediately after the
heading or subdivision that has the code (May Subd
Geog). Labor supply (May Subd Geog) means that

place follows the subject, as in Labor supply—France.




» |f the geographic entity is the name of a region, the
name of a geographic feature, the name of a state or
province, or the name of a city within a country, then
the name of the country precedes the name of the
smaller geographic locality. The result of this pracftice is
to gather localities as further subdivisions under the
name of the country, as with Labor supply—France—
Paris



» Three countries—the United States, Great Britain,
Canada—do not serve as gathering devices for
smaller jurisdictions or geographic entities. The names
of states, constituent countries, and provinces, instead
of the country name, serve as gathering devices for

the smaller jurisdictions or geographic areas.




» |f a heading contains both a geographic subdivision
and topical or form subdivisions, the location of the
geographic subdivision depends on which elements
can be subdivided by place.

» As a general rule, geographical subdivision follows the

last element that can be divided by place.



Construction industry (May Subd Geog)

— Finance

— — Law and legislation (May Subd Geog)
— Government policy (May Subd Geog)

— Mathematical models



will result in these combinations:

Construction industry—Italy
Construction industry—Iltaly—Finance

Ccins’rr.uctrlon industry—Finance—Law and
egislation—Italy

Consfruc’ricim industry—Government
policy—Italy

Construction industry—Italy—Mathematical
moajéis Y Y

Finance and Mathematical models go not
Ir}\ove (?\]/\Gy SU d?/idelgeog cgjf?er em.



Free-floating Subdivisions

®» |n 1974 it was decided that many subdivisions of
subject headings would in the future be
constructed according fo rules or patterns
instead of being authorized specifically, and the
term free-floating subdivision was coined.

» Free-floating subdivisions are assembled in
building-block fashion by the cataloger at the
time of assigning subject headings to a work
being cataloged.

» Most subdivisions are accessible in LCSH either
through a general see also (SA) reference under
the heading that is the same as a subdivision or
through a general USE reference.




» [N dmon wdelmes ﬁr the use ofJn t@(ences

SUb %néorf e%rnl = ﬂor;rgﬁgﬂeodln S or
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it et fectes, e i S nd oY

- g: ’rolo rs sT}»ulc,;I) re/\i‘err;ro vor ||s’r]§ n’rhgn .
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rss|§>fn Ié’rllrc]) % e ful?hslﬁ 1S o{nl-ﬁ 095 and
g|ves e subﬂe codes.



ClassificationWeb

How to access Classification Web at UIUC:

http://www.classificationweb.net

Login: uiuclib
Password: saka23

Basic information on using it is at
http://www.library.illinois.edu/cam/training/ Ictoolsintro.htmi



http://www.classificationweb.net/
http://www.library.illinois.edu/cam/training/

